How Family Stories Connect Us

By K. I. Knight

As humans who walk the streets of America, we are all connected.
Regardless of our ethnicities, we all came to live in America from other
regions of the world, far and wide. Whether you are the first
generation to arrive in America or your 10th generation grandparent to
arrive here, there is a story of this journey connecting you.

Whether your ancestor’s arrival was of their own decision or not, we
all arrived in this country and became what makes up the melting-pot
culture of America today. Many events affect us and connect us. These
events become stories we retell through the generations. And don’t
forget, there are two sides to every story.

Storytelling has been around since the beginning of time. Today, most
stories of spectacular historical events are told in books. However,
before the pen could write the stories, before the chisel could depict
stories on stone walls, they were told verbally and passed down
verbally. It is of the utmost importance stories continue to be told and
passed down for generations to come because they connect us.

Let’s go back thousands of years. How many stories would you find
within your family lines?

For instance, at ten (10) generations, we have 1,054 ancestors. Think
of the events they would have seen in their lifetime. If we go back
twenty (20) generations, we have over a million ancestors (1,048,576
to be exact). Go back to thirty (30) generations. We have over a billion
ancestors! Now ask yourself how many people walked the earth at that
time? How many events did they share? How many stories did they
share? The answer is OUR family tree of humanity is much more
connected than we realize.



In 2004, mathematical modeling and computer simulations by a group
of statisticians led by Douglas Rohde, then at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, indicated our most recent common ancestor
probably lived no earlier than 1400 B.C. and possibly as recently as
A.D. 55. In the time of Egypt’s Queen Nefertiti, someone from whom
we are all descended was likely alive somewhere in the world.

Go back even further, and you reach a date when our family trees
share not just one ancestor in common but every ancestor in common.
At this date, called the “genetic isopoint,” the family trees of any two
people currently on the earth trace back to the same set of
individuals. If we look at genetics, by being the same species, all
humans share 99% of their genome, which means all humans are 99%
genetically similar. We are made up of 3 billion (3,000,000,000)
genetic building blocks, or base pairs. Of those 3 billion base pairs,
only a tiny amount is unique to us, individually.

We are individuals, all related regardless of color or creed, who share
a time in history. What does this all mean today? We need to embrace
our diversity because we are all connected. We are kindred. There is
an old saying. Strangers are just relatives you haven’t met yet with
stories to share and compare.
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Finding Family Treasure is a book for young readers about a class of fifth graders
who research their family histories. Not only do they discover some personal
connections to the past — but to each other, as well. It’s a story about families,
history, and diversity and how we’re all connected in many ways — and that we're
more alike than we are different!

Finding Family Treasure is available at www.janewoodbooks.com
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